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present dominating position. The time will come when
humanity will at last get rid of the intellectual inadequacy
that we call politics, and accept in its place the rational rule
of science. Electoral systems^ democracy, dictatorship,
plutocracy. Socialism, and the rest, are only the feeble
babblings of the infantile stage. We're learning to speak a
new language."

I had come to talk about some of our plans for creating
employment* I was oppressed by the feeling that all the
attempts to end unemployment by means of programmes for
the creation of work, however ambitious, were clearly
heading for failure.

"Your view of it is, of course, perfectly correct,3* said
Feder.

"And the practical outcome?3* I asked. "Can nothing be
done?"

"Nothing! You can do nothing except let things take
their course until the time is ripe for decisive action, A
dangerous policy? Yes, but Herr Hitler wants it. The
creation of work is never anything but camouflaged un-
employment relief. It can't be otherwise. That's why I only
gave way most reluctantly to the Gauleiter when they wanted
a programme of creation of employment. They only
wanted it for propaganda purposes,35

I replied that in any case we should have to abandon one
illusion, the hope that by some mysterious process we should
be able to achieve that famous idea, put forward by German
Nationalist politicians, of "starting up** private enterprise
by means of these artificial employment schemes.

"Ideas of that sort are stuff and nonsense. How can this
'starting up9 take place when the motor has stopped?
Anyone cherishing vague hopes of that sort absolutely fails to
understand the gravity of our crisis. It shows the utter
hopelessness of the situation of the whole Liberal system of
private enterprise, They're waiting for a miracle. They're
waiting for a Battle of the Marne or a Miracle of the Visiiila/*

Feder also rejected the idea that tmemployment could ever
be abolished by means of a new investment boom, that is to
say, by revolutionary new inventions which would involve
sweeping changes In the mechanism of production,* He and